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Minutes
A hybrid meeting of the Northeast Florida Local Emergency Planning Committee was held on Wednesday, February 12, 2025 in-person and via zoom. Chair Knoff called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. with the following members: 

Present

Gracie Brinson – Environmental

Terry Carr – Environmental 

Richard Knoff – Firefighting

Jerome McIntee – Firefighting 

John Scott – Interested Citizen

David Squires – Firefighting 
Clint Wilkerson – Facility Operator
Freda Vaughn – DOH 

Jen Silvey – Hospital
John Coffey – Hospital

Absent

Gil Aspiwell – Firefighting

Henry Bonar – Bonar Engineering

Douglas Coleman – Local Environmental

Bill Decker – Local Environmental

George Faucher – Firefighting 

Marc Grabert– Firefighting

Ben Huron – Local Environmental 

Michael Laycock – Facility Operator

Jennifer Ray – Facility Operator

Alex Sease – Facility Operator

Christopher Taylor – Firefighting

Lance Thibault – Emergency Management
Guests: Donielle McKinley, Shawn Fallon, Brierra Mack, Chris Seymour, Todd Nichols

Staff Present: Tyler Nolen 
Chair Knoff welcomed Mr. Clint Wilkerson as a new LEPC Member.
State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) Meeting

Mr. Nolen provided an overview of the State Emergency Response Commission Meetings, which was held in Daytona, FL on January 13- 14, 2025.  This meeting was held in conjunction with the HazMat Symposium. Chief Knoff was nominated and elected as the LEPC representative to the SERC. The next SERC meeting is scheduled for April 17th - 18th in St. Augustine, FL.  

Josh Deering from CSX was recognized as the Thomas Yatabee award winner. He has been instrumental in furthering HazMat training and response in our district.  
Current Business/Response

A.  Vice Chair nominations and elections

Jerome McIntee, training Captain for Clay County Fire Rescue was nominated and by voice vote, elected as the LEPC Vice Chair.
B. City of Fernandina Beach Update
Mr. Nolen provided an update on Rayonier Advanced Materials in Fernandina Beach. This facility has the ability to produce Bioethanol and have put in requests for permits to install the refining equipment.  However, this would result in approximately four trucks per day, containing this product, departing the facility by way of downtown Fernandina Beach.  The public pushed back heavily on this, and even contacted him, as the LEPC, and made a public records request, including emergency response plans from the local fire department and the LEPC.  However, per legal guidance, both the LEPC and the fire department response plans are protected in Statute and fall under a special exemption from the Sunshine Law.  Eventually, the City denied the facility’s permit request.  The State has provided direction in how to handle HazMat public records request, which is to have all requests go through the LEPC who will act as the conduit to the information.  Discussion followed.
C. Member Updates
Members provided an update on their organization’s current activities and status.
D. Fire From the Storm

A video presentation, produced by the U.S. Chemical Safety and Hazard Waste Investigation Board, was shown depicting the impacts of Hurricane Laura at the Bio Lab Lake Charles chemical facility in West Lake, LA on August 27, 2020. Discussion followed.
Sub-Committee Reports

Mr. Nolen provided updates on the recent and upcoming training opportunities provided by the Northeast Florida Local Emergency Planning Committee. Discussion followed.
Public Comments
None.
Next Meeting – May 14, 2025
 Adjourned: 11:13am
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